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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: On February 16, 2011, Council approved moving

forward the Hale Avenue Extension Project and directed staff to go back to the
community to obtain feedback on intersection and cross-section design alternatives.

On July 19, 2011, staff held a third community engagement meeting at the Community and Cultural Center to
present intersection and cross-section design concepts and to obtain feedback from the community. This meeting
was a follow-up to the November 4, 2010 and December 9, 2010 community engagement meetings concerning
the same project. Staff, together with the City consultant, presented various intersection design concepts for all
three intersections to the community. In addition, project features to suppress noise and minimize back-lighting,
such as sound walls, earth berms, street light placement and landscaping treatments were also shown and
discussed.

Approximately 30 community members attended the meeting. Staff received favorable feedback regarding the
conceptual design issues with respect to the intersections. Overwhelmingly, the community was in strong support
of the roundabout concept for all three of the proposed intersections. As for the project features; the community
was in strong support of sound walls and the bike path, recommend vegetation adjacent to the wall, and prefer
street lighting in the median. The community meeting minutes are attached.

Having completed the community outreach process and considering the community input as well as safe and
efficient traffic movements, staff recommends that Council approve the following intersection design concepts so
that staff can begin the next process of the design, establishing the roadway alignment:

1. Main/Hale intersection, staff recommends a standard 4-way intersection design, (either signalized or non-
signalized.

2. Dunne/Hale intersection, staff recommends a roundabout intersection design.

3. DeWitt/Hale intersection, staff recommends two standard 3-way intersection designs, one at Hale/Spring
with stop control and one at Hale/DeWitt with no stop control.

These recommendations come after careful consideration of the communities input coupled with current traffic
volumes and sound engineering principles relating to traffic safety.

FISCAL/RESOURCE IMPACT: None with this action. The Hale Avenue Extension project is currently
budgeted in the 5-Year adopted CIP under Project Number 546007.

NAPROJECTS\CIP\STREETS\546007-Hale Avenue Extension\Staff Reports\8-24-201 1\SR-Intersection Alternatives Selection 8-24-11.docx






SCALE: NTS

City of Morgan Hill LOCATION PLAN

_—Public Works Depertment Hale Avenue Extension
f///////):

CITY OF MORGAN HILL Date: 8/24 /11 Drwn by: DIG PAGE 1 OF 1

N: \PROJECTS\CIP\STREETS\546007—Santa Teresa Const\Stoff Reports\hale flot 8—24—11.dwg




////////f, Memorandum

CITY OF MORGAN HILL  Community Development Agency-Engineering

Date:  August 24, 2011
To: Karl Bjarke, City Engineer
From: David Gittleson — Associate Engineer

Subject: Hale Avenue Extension Project
Intersection Alternative Selection

The Hale Avenue Extension project was formally known as the Santa Teresa “Gap Fill” project.
At its February 16, 2011 meeting, the City Council confirmed the need for the project and
directed staff to proceed with the design. The limits of the Hale Avenue Extension project are
Main Avenue at the north end and DeWitt Avenue at the south end. Council will recall that this
reach of roadway has been a planned arterial in the City’s General Plan since 1969. When
completed, Morgan Hill residents and public safety responders will have a safer and more
efficient means of driving north or south through the western part of the City. In addition, the
new roadway segment will reduce traffic congestion on nearby local streets, thereby reducing the
potential for accidents during peak commute hours and school drop-off/pick-up times. The
project will be designed as a two-lane roadway with a median, bike lanes, and pedestrian
walkways in conformance with the City’s multi-modal arterial standard and the community’s
input.

At the February 16, 2011 Council meeting, staff presented findings and recommendations taken
from two community engagement meetings held in November and December of 2010. The
Council was told that the street cross-sections and the intersections with Main Avenue, W.
Dunne Avenue, and DeWitt Avenue needed to be studied more carefully as a pre-curser to
launching full design. City Council approved the project moving forward and directed staff to go back
to the community to obtain feedback on intersection and cross-section design alternatives.

On March 23, 2011, City Council awarded the design contract with Mark Thomas & Company
for the Hale Avenue Extension project. The scope of work includes developing alternatives for
the intersections and sharing those with the community for feedback and then coming back to the
Council for approval.

On July 19, 2011, staff held a third community engagement meeting at the Community and
Cultural Center to present intersection and cross-section design concepts to the community and
to obtain feedback. Staff, together with the City consultant, presented various intersection design
concepts for all three intersections to the community. In addition, project features to suppress
noise and minimize back-lighting, such as: sound walls, earth berms, street light placement and
landscaping treatments were also shown and discussed.
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For each of the three intersections described, staff wanted to present at least two alternatives for

the community to consider. Staff received favorable feedback regarding the conceptual design
issues with respect to the intersections. Overwhelmingly, those attending the community were in
strong support of the roundabout concept for all three of the proposed intersections. As for the
project features; the community was in strong support of sound walls and the bike path,
recommend vegetation adjacent to the wall, and prefer street lighting in the median. The
community meeting minutes are attached.

Having completed the community outreach process and receiving valuable community input and
taking into consideration safe and efficient traffic movements, staff recommends that the
following intersection design concepts be selected by Council so that staff can begin establishing
the roadway alignment and finalizing the design plans:

1. Main/Hale intersection, staff recommends a standard 4-way intersection design, (either
signalized or non-signalized.

Even though the community was not shown a roundabout alternative for this intersection,
the feedback received was that a roundabout should be considered. Staff therefore
examined two intersection concepts for this intersection location, a roundabout design
and a conventional 4-way stop or signalized design. We started with a roundabout
concept that had an offset at the intersection to avoid impacting a residence at the north-
west corner. This configuration would still substantially encroach onto the north-west
property as well as the south-east corner property and West Little Llagas Creek, thus
requiring the City to purchase additional right of way.

Due to the high volume of pedestrian and school children that cross this intersection,
staff felt that a roundabout was not appropriate for this location. In addition, the large
area required for a roundabout design becomes very costly to purchase, will have
detrimental impacts to the house located at the northwest corner, and increases the
design and environmental costs. For these reasons, staff recommends a standard 4-way
intersection design for this location. An option to consider for the standard 4-way
intersection to improve congestion and efficiency could be to add a dedicated right turn
lane from the proposed northbound direction of Hale Avenue onto West Main Avenue
toward downtown; however, this option would cost significantly more as it impacts West
Little Llagas Creek, triggering additional environmental studies and mitigation. Staff will
evaluate this option to determine if traffic volumes dictate its need at this point in time.

2. Dunne/Hale intersection, staff recommends a roundabout intersection design.

Staff investigated two options for this intersection, a roundabout design and a standard
4-way signalized design. Both concepts work equally well and are roughly equal in costs
for this location; however, the community outreach favored the roundabout design for its
unique design and more free flowing characteristics. The standard 4-way design is more
compact and requires less right of way and thus less road improvement costs, but would
require the addition of a traffic signal. The roundabout design would require more right
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